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Hi Orchid Lovers, 
     Hopefully, the rain that we have experienced in our 
neighborhood the last few days will help our orchid 
collections, trees, yards, and landscaping. I heard on a 
weather forecast earlier this week that 98 percent of 
Florida is in drought conditions. It is about time that 
the summer rains arrive to break this long dry period 
that we have been experiencing. I got a good start on 

repotting some of my orchids that had grown out of their pots. However, the rest 
will need to wait until cooler weather prevails. 
     Our May 12 speaker will be a society favorite, Mac Rivenbark, who is the 
owner-operator along with his lovely wife, Helen, of Mac’s Orchids in Southwest 
Ranches, FL. Mac will bring raffle plants and plants for sale, including Gramma-
tophyllum. He will be discussing the different varieties of Grammatophyllum and 
how to grow and care for them. These large-sized orchids have fantastic flower 
spikes. Mac will discuss light, temperature, humidity, watering and feeding of 
this spectacular orchid along with other tips for their care. 
     Thank you to many of our members who volunteered to work in our booth at 
the annual Bonnet House International Orchid & Garden Festival on April 11 and 
12. We talked to many people throughout the festival; had fun visiting with old 
friends, vendors, and guests; strolled the beautifully landscaped garden area; 
had a successful raffle for a beautiful orchid arrangement; worked at the Orchid 
Hotel for guests to park their orchids while they continued to shop; and bought a 
few beauties for our own orchid collections. 
     We enjoyed hearing from Keith and Dina Emig on Cattleya’s at our April 
meeting. It was a fun, interactive presentation! They brough gorgeous orchids 
for our raffle table and many beautiful orchids for sale. Our members have re-
quested that we invite them back in 2027 to share their vast knowledge and ex-
periences. 
     We hope to see you at some of our upcoming summer meetings. On June 9, 
Julien Baruch from Krull-Smith Orchids will be speaking to us on Bifoliate Cattle-
yas. He will bring plants for the raffle table and for sale. 
     A few fun facts about orchids. According to the Encyclopedia Britannica, or-
chids are found on every continent except Antarctica, thriving from sea level to 
4,600 meters, primarily in tropical and subtropical regions, but also in temperate 
zones. Orchids have been around for over 100 million years, dating back to the 
time of the dinosaurs!  
     Orchids make great gifts with their beautiful blooms that are rich in symbol-
ism, steeped in history, and loved by many! I wonder if my children will read this 
letter. Afterall, Mother’s Day is May 10! There is always room for one more or-
chid! 
 
Happy Orchiding! 

Cheryl Babcock  
DBOS President 
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Speaker of the Month 

Mac Rivenbark 

Macs Orchids 

Southwest Ranches, Florida 
May 12, 2026    7:30 pm 

Grammatophyllum variaties 

Website:  https://asianorchidsource.com/ 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/macsorchid/followers 

 

Mac and Helen are the owner-operators of Asian Orchid Source LLC, AKA MacΩs Orchids. 
 
     Mac and his Filipina wife Helen, started an orchid business over 20 years ago after 
many fascinating trips to the Philippines. With extensive study, Mac has become an ex-
pert in Philippine and other Asian orchid species and has grown and bloomed over 300 
different types. 
 
     Mac has served our country in the U.S. Marine Corps. He was the past president of 
the Fort Lauderdale Orchid Society and enjoys giving lectures and educating others 
about orchids. 
 
     Mac will bring raffle plants and plants for 
sale, including Grammatophyllum. He will be 
discussing the different varieties of Grammato-
phyllum and how to grow and care for them. 
These large-sized orchids have fantastic flower 
spikes. Mac will discuss light, temperature, hu-
midity, watering and feeding of this spectacular 
orchid along with other tips for their care. 

Mac's Orchids Nursery Tour:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSvc5i9SCYA 
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Bulletin Board 
DBOS holds monthly in-person meetings. 

We look forward to seeing more of  our members at our 
upcoming meetings. Remember, we meet the second Tues-
day of the month at 7:30 pm at the Womanôs Club of Deer-
field Beach, 910 E. Hillsboro Blvd., Deerfield Beach FL 
33441. 

Please check your email for information pertaining to our 
social events for 2026. Announcements will be sent to you 
as information is available. If you have a question, send it to  

deerfieldorchids@gmail.com and someone will get back 
to you. 

May in Your Orchid Collection 
By Dr. Martin Motes 

May Climate Data 
 

         Average high: 87.2Á F 
         Average low: 72Á F 
         Average mean: 79.6ÁF 
         Average rainfall: 5.52" 

Sign up for Dr. Motesô Newsletter at: 

http://www.motesorchids.com/fogblog/ 

Read this monthôs complete article at: 

http://www.motesorchids.com/fogblog/ 

Ecerpted from Florida Orchid Growing: Month by Month 2nd edition by Martin Motes, PhD 
Reprinted with permission. © All rights reserved. 

To purchase, visit www.RedlandPress.com 

     May is a month of transition in South Florida. Early in the month we can expect the driest weather of the year. Because of the 
clarity of the air and lack of cloud cover, temperatures rise rapidly in the late morning and can reach the upper eighties or nineties by 
mid afternoon before cooling substantially in late afternoon. Fortunately, over night radiant cooling rapidly dissipates the previous 
dayôs heat. May mornings are a delight, the wise orchidist rises early to enjoy them and to finish his chores before the heat sets in. 
Chief of these should be extensive dragging of hoses. 

     Mayôs wide temperature swings and dry air suit our orchids to a tee. New growths on sympodial orchids are developing apace and 
by continuing the careful watering practices of April (i.e drenching them thoroughly with repeated applications of water to saturate 
their roots and potting media, then allowing them to dry to nearly óhardô dry) we can launch them into the summer in vigorous, dis-
ease-free growth. Remember, this saturation can only be achieved with two or more soakings to the point of runoff spaced a few 
minutes apart. Merely holding the water on the plant extra long will not suffice. The water needs to slowly soak into the roots and 
media. Test the weight of a ñbenchmarkò plant to be satisfied that it is sufficiently heavy to be totally soaked. The arid air of early 
May will quickly dry the foliage but the roots can draw on the deep reservoir of water that you have provided with this careful, com-
plete watering. 

     With the increased heat and light of May we do not want to put our orchids on too lean a diet. Fertilize with up to 2 tsp. of 15-5-
15 per gal of water every week or so. Alternating with Epsom salts and potassium nitrate at 1 tbs. each per gal. is still a best practice 
during May. Always substitute fertilizer for a watering and apply like the water in two doses to the point of saturation. Never follow 
the widely stated but antiquated advice to ñwater before fertilizingò. Itôs a receipt for over watering without any basis in logic or sci-
ence, Now is also a good time to apply a soluble trace or micro element fertilizer. Follow the dilution rates on the package as mix-
tures and strengths differ. You can apply this in conjunction with the Epsom salts/potassium nitrate but never with the 15-5-15, 20-
20-20 or any other fertilizer containing phosphorus. In South Floridaôs highly alkaline water the phosphorus interacts with the other 
metallic elements, reducing the effectiveness of the trace elements. Potassium nitrate, 13-0-46, is the perfect companion to minor 
elements because it not only lacks phosphorus which would hinder the absorption of the trace elements but the nitrate nitrogen seems 
to enhance their uptake. 

     May is still prime time for re-potting. With cattleyas, dendrobiums and other sympodials, the virtuous among us have long since 
finished this labor of love, but the majority of us are faced with the moral dilemma of doing the potting now or waiting until next 
year with the pseudo bulbs of our plants overhanging their pots and proclaiming to the world our sloth. The one instance in which 
this dilemma must be resolved absolutely in favor of the plant, is when the media has broken down in the pot. This condition will 
encourage root rot to become stem rot which will pursue the rhizome even into those over arching bulbs. If in doubt, give the media 
the ñnose testò. A pinch of media taken from below the surface of the pot should smell ñsweetò. A sour smell or the odor of a pond 
bottom indicates media that is broken down and must be replaced as soon as possible. 

     The case in which this is almost universally true is with plants potted in sphagnum moss. Sphagnum simply will not last beyond 
one year (even under cover) in South Florida. As the vast majority of commercially produced Phalaenopsis are now grown in sphag-
num, , recently acquired plants MUST be re-potted annually.  

ééé..continuedééééé...Click..link below for. ñRead this monthôs complete article at:ò 

http://www.motesorchids.com/fogblog/
http://www.motesorchids.com/fogblog/
https://www.motesorchids.com/featured?category=Books
https://www.motesorchids.com/featured
http://www.RedlandPress.com
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JUNE MAY 
01 Nancy Hendrey 
 
05 Dennis Pearl 
 
11 Barry Silver 
 
14 Ed Holman 
 
19 Stephanie Currie 
 
19 Thomas Milo 
 
22 Tessie OõDea 
 
27 Rich Bennis 
 
27 Dennis Perreault 
 
28 John Eckhardt 
 
31 Heather Nedich 
 
31 James Hendrey 

02 Liana Lopez 
 
09 John Sargent 
 
13 Alan Silverstein 
 
13 Jeff Griffith 
 
14 Beth Brame 
 
15 Heidi Griffith 
 
18 Lisa Krukoski 
 
21 Beth Bowe 
 
22 Marty Norris 
 
22 Rebecca Stallard 
 
29 Judith Stanich 
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 Our deepest sympathy goes out to Janice Larit on the 
loss of her beloved husband of 44 years, Barry Larit. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Janice, and we are 
sending her our love, comfort, and strength. 

ALL OF THE MEMBERS OF THE DBOS 

Sunshine Committee 
Deerfield Beach Orchid Society (DBOS) members, do you 

know a society member who needs a little cheering up, ex-
pression of sympathy, or a congratulatory note? 

 
The chair of our DBOS Sunshine Committee, 

Madeline Felton, would be happy to write a note and send a card to any of our members 
who have been hospitalized, for bereavement, or who have something special to celebrate. 

 
Please contact Madeline by phone at 561-368-0808, and she will ensure that a card is on 
the way.  Alternatively, please send an email to deerfieldorchids@gmail.com letting us 

know, and we will see that she receives the message. 

mailto:deerfieldorchids@gmail.com
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Linda Kamm, one of our active and giving members, under-
went rotator cuff surgery on April 23. She would appreciate 
our prayers and well wishes. Linda please know we are all 
sending you positive thoughts, and healing vibes! 

ALL OF THE MEMBERS OF THE DBOS 

Sunshine Committee 
Deerfield Beach Orchid Society (DBOS) members, do you 

know a society member who needs a little cheering up, ex-
pression of sympathy, or a congratulatory note? 

 
The chair of our DBOS Sunshine Committee, 

Madeline Felton, would be happy to write a note and send a card to any of our members 
who have been hospitalized, for bereavement, or who have something special to celebrate. 

 
Please contact Madeline by phone at 561-368-0808, and she will ensure that a card is on 
the way.  Alternatively, please send an email to deerfieldorchids@gmail.com letting us 

know, and we will see that she receives the message. 

mailto:deerfieldorchids@gmail.com
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Highlights From Our April Meeting 

Photos Courtesy of  John Morris and Terry Morkert 
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Lyon. Pauka’s Earl Reid ‘#1’ 

(Smbc. Mem. Earl Blanford X Lc. Carolyn Reed) 

Cheryl Babcock 

Crytopodium punctatum 

Florida Cowhon or Cigar Orchid  species 

CULTURE & BLUE 

Terry Morkert 

Dendrobium hybrids (Jairak Bushy) 

CULTURE & BLUE 

Cheryl Babcock 

Encyclia Guarechea 'Black Comet' 

CULTURE & BLUE 

Barbara Barrie 
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Epi. boothii 

John Pancoast 

Rth. ShinfongPawn orange cluster 

David & Beth Bowe 
Rlc. Volcano Peaceful ‘Volcano Queen’ 

David & Beth Bowe 

Chiloschista parvshii 

John Pancoast 
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GCP Rio’s Blazing Fire 

Susan Kolinsky 

Ha Taida Red 

Grace Holliday 

Vanda John Fairak 

Grace Holliday 

Encyclia Guarechea 'Black Comet' 

Grace Holliday 
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Cattleytonia ‘Why Not’ 

BLUE 

Cindy Rostock 

Rechingerara Honky Tonk Woman 

Gail Ritchie 



14  April Meeting Judged Orchids 

Dendrobium hybrids (Jairak Bushy) 
CULTURE 

BLUE 
Cheryl Babcock 

Encyclia Guarechea 'Black Comet' 
CULTURE 

BLUE 
Barbara Barrie 

Lyon. Pauka’s Earl Reid ‘#1’ 

(Smbc. Mem. Earl Blanford X Lc. Carolyn Reed) 
 Cheryl Babcock 

Crytopodium punctatum 

Florida Cowhon or Cigar   species 

CULTURE 

BLUE 

Terry & Stephanie 

Morkert 

Rlc. Volcano Peaceful ‘Volcano Queen’  David & Beth Bowe 

Rth. ShinfongPawn orange cluster  David & Beth Bowe 

Chiloschista parvshii  John Pancoast 

Epi. boothii  John Pancoast 

GCP Rio’s Blazing Fire  Susan Kolinsky 

Vanda John Fairak  Grace Holliday 

Ha Taida Red  Grace Holliday 

Encyclia Guarechea 'Black Comet'  Grace Holliday 

Rechingerara Honky Tonk Woman  Gail Ritchie 

Cattleytonia ‘Why Not’ BLUE Cindy Rostock 
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Bonnet House International Orchid & Garden Festival 
 

Thank you so very much to everyone who volunteered on Friday, Saturday, and Sun-
day at the Bonnet House 17th Annual International Orchid & Garden Festival. Our 
volunteers enjoyed visiting with festival guests and vendors, prospective new mem-
bers of the Society, and plant sitting their orchids and other items at the Plant Hotel 

while they continued shopping. It was a glorious weekend in the lovely gardens. 
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Grace and Cheryl with arrangement they 

made for Bonnet House Raffle 

And the winnining Raffle Ticket is ……. 

Congratulations to Robert Kennedy, the raffle winner of this 

lovely orchid arrangement at the Bonnet House Festival. 
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  Deerfield Beach Orchid Society  

Annual Social Events 

2026 

Annual Bus Trip to Growers 

Annual Picnic 

Annual Ramble Annual Holiday Party Annual Auction 

 

 
1. January 24 DBOS Annual Bus Trip to Growers.  

                                 Meet at Woman’s Club of Deerfield Beach at 7:30am and return by 7:30pm. 

        Chairpersons: Cheryl Babcock & Kristina Brandt 

 

2. March 10  DBOS 13th Annual Orchid Auction to be held at the Deerfield Beach Woman’s Club. 

   FREE EVENT    Public Welcome. Preview at 7:00pm—Auction begins at 7:30pm. 

        Chairpersons: Cheryl Babcock & Joe Ortlieb 

 

3. April 18  DBOS Annual Home Ramble.  DBOS members only. 

   We will visit DBOS members’ homes / orchid collections. 

        Chairpersons: Cheryl Babcock & Linda Woodhouse 

 
4. October TBD DBOS Annual Picnic at TBD. DBOS Members and invited guests. 

        Chairpersons:  Dennis Pearl & Kristina Brandt 

        Committee: Cheryl Babcock, Andy & Linda Kamm, Steve Brandt 

 

5. November 14-15  DBOS 14th Annual Orchid Show and Sale, ORCHID Obsession. Safe Schools Institute. 

        Chairpersons: Cheryl Babcock, Kristina Brandt & Joe Ortlieb 

 
6. December 5 DBOS Annual Members’ Holiday Party to be held at the Croatian American Social  

     Club at 6:00pm. 

         Chairpersons: Cheryl Babcock & Linda Woodhouse 

         Committee: Kristina Brandt, Raquel Carles, Madeline Felton, Grace Holliday 

If you are interested in joining a committee, please contact Cheryl Babcock or Kristina Brandt. 
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Deerfield Beach Orchid Society Membership 
2026 DBOS Membership Annual Fees 

New Members: $30/Single or $45/Couple ~ Membership Renewal:  $25/Single or $40/Couple 

Win FREE Raffle Tickets for You and Your Guest(s) !! 
 

     The chances of you winning a stunning orchid or other enticing items off our monthly 
raffle table are much greater than your chances of winning the lottery.  We all like the op-
portunity to win a new orchid for our collection so why not bring a guest to our next 
meeting?  Guests are welcome at all of our meetings and events.  Your guest(s) will each 
receive five FREE raffle tickets.  After a guest visits the monthly meetings twice and wants 
to continue attending meetings, we respectfully ask them to become a member and pay 
the annual dues. 
 
BONUS:  If your guest joins the Deerfield Beach Orchid Society, you will receive 10 FREE 
raffle tickets! 

Become a Member of the 

Deerfield Beach Orchid Society! 

Top Reasons to Join or Renew Your Membership in the  

the Deerfield Beach Orchid Society 

CƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŜǊŬŜƭŘ .ŜŀŎƘ hǊŎƘƛŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ό5.h{ύΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
[ƛƴŘŀ ²ƻƻŘƘƻǳǎŜΣ 5.h{ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƘŀƛǊΣ ŀǘ deerfieldorchids@gmail.com   

ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ фрп-ноп-псноΦ 
!ƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜƭȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŜǊŬŜƭŘ .ŜŀŎƘ hǊŎƘƛŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƭ ƛǘ ǘƻ 5ŜŜǊŬŜƭŘ .ŜŀŎƘ 

hǊŎƘƛŘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ th .ƻȄ тонΣ 5ŜŜǊŬŜƭŘ .ŜŀŎƘΣ C[ ооппм 
 

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ȅŜŀǊ WŀƴΦ м-5ŜŎΦ омΣ нлнс 

Monthly Events 

¶ AOS & DBOS Member Prize Drawings 

¶ Guest Speakers 

¶ Judging/Awarding of Ribbons for Members’ Orchids 

¶ Newsletter 

¶ Orchid Raffles 

¶ Plant Sales 

Annual Events 

¶ Auction 

¶ Bus Trip to Orchid Growers 

¶ Holiday Party 

¶ Home Orchid Ramble 

¶ Orchid Obsession, Show & Sale 

¶ Picnic 

DBOS members have access to our orchid library, insightful and informative web pages, opportunities to 

purchase plants from our speakers, tips from our members, and the following benefits and activities: 

mailto:deerfieldorchids@gmail.com
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Upcoming Orchid Events  2026 

https://www.southfloridafair.com/events/2026/south-florida-orchid-garden-show 

South Florida Orchid and Garden Show 

 
Saturday & Sunday May 9 & 10, 2026 
 
9:00am - 5:00pm Saturday 
9:00am - 4:00pm Sunday 
 
9067 Southern Blvd. 
West Palm Beach, Florida 33411 
 
Admission   $10.00     Kids Free 
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https://www.facebook.com/deerfieldbeachorchidsociety/ 

Please Like Our Facebook Page 

We are now on Instagram !!! 
Find us on Instagram at: Deerfieldbeachorchidsociety 

Please download the App to your phone and create 
an account and start following us. 

Share, explore and learn more about the orchid 
lovers all over the world.  

Instagram 

 
A great big THANK YOU to PUBLIX for donating the refreshments for our 

meeting every month. There is nothing better than Publix pastries! 



24  National Observance Days 

MEMORIAL DAY | Last Monday in May 
Each year in the United States, Americans observe the Federal holiday, Memorial Day, the last Monday in May. It honors and remembers all men and women who 

have died while serving in the United States Armed Forces. Memorial Day is also a day to remember all loved ones who have passed away. 

……………………………………………………………..….é..continued-click on link belowéééééééééé.ééééééééé. 

https://www.nationaldaycalendar.com/national-day/memorial-day-last-monday-in-may 

https://www.nationaldaycalendar.com/national-day/mothers-day-second-sunday-in-may 

MOTHER’S DAY | Second Sunday in May 
Mother's Day is a time-honored tradition of recognizing the women in our lives who raised us, dried our tears, and well, mothered us. Everyone has one 

or has someone who is like a mother to them. On the second Sunday of May, we honor those women who are our mothers. Whether we shower her 

with gifts, take her to a fancy dinner or make her a homemade card, what moms want most is to be surrounded by the love of her family. Knowing the 

people they love are safe, sound, and healthy is a mom's number one priority.  

………………………………………………….é..continued-click on link belowéééééééééééééééééééé. 

NATIONAL START SEEING MONARCHS DAY | First Saturday in May 
Each year on the first Saturday in May, National Start Seeing Monarchs Day raises awareness to preserve the Monarch butterfly 

and prevent it from being added to the endangered species list. …………………....continued-click on link belowéééééééé. 

https://www.nationaldaycalendar.com/national-day/national-start-seeing-monarchs-day-first-saturday-in-may 
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Please support our sponsors 

 

Newsletter Ads: 

 

1/8 page: $10 per month or $100 per year 

 

1/4 page: $13 per month or $125 per year 

 

1/2 page: $15 per month or $150 per year 

 

Full Page: $25 per month or $250 per year 

 

AVAILABLE AD SPACE 

 

Contact Deerfield Beach Orchid Society 

 

Email:  deerfieldorchids@gmail.com 

 

Memorial Day 

May 25, 2026 



 

 

AOS Representative   Joe Ortlieb 

 

Events               Cheryl Babcock 

               Kristina Brandt 

               Linda Woodhouse 

 

Librarian             DBOS Officers 

        & Board of Directors 

 

Membership    Linda Woodhouse 

 

Newsletter    Terry Morkert  

 

Nominating    DBOS Officers 

        & Board of Directors 

 

Photography    John Morris 

     Elvia Kenney 

 

Plant Judging    Rick Bellas 

     Joe Ortlieb 

     John Pancoast 

 

Programs    Cheryl Babcock 

 

Publicity    Cheryl Babcock 

     Virginia Bauer 

 

Raffle Table    Dennis Pearl 

     Raquel Carles 

 

Refreshments    Dennis Pearl 

     Rose Pangerl 

 

Social Media    Lisa Bennis 

     Kristina Brandt 

 

Sunshine    Madeline Felton 

 

Webmaster(s)   Joe Ortlieb 

     Terry Morkert 

2026 Committee Positions  

Calendar of Meetings 

 

2nd Monday Every Month 7:30 PM 

Ft. Lauderdale Orchid Society 

Christ Lutheran Church Parish Hall 

1955 E. Oakland Park Blvd.  Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 

https://www.flos.org/ 

2nd Tuesday Every Month 7:30 PM  

Deerfield Beach Orchid Society 

Woman’s Club of Deerfield Beach 

910 E. Hillsboro Blvd, Deerfield Beach, FL. 

https://www.deerfieldbeachorchidsociety.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/deerfieldbeachorchidsociety/ 

2nd Tuesday Every Month 7:00 PM 

Delray Beach Orchid Society 

The Adult Recreation Center in Veterans Park  

802 NE First Street,  Delray Beach, FL. 

http://www.delraybeachorchidsociety.org/ 

2nd Thursday Every Month 7:30 PM 

Boca Raton Orchid Society 

Safe Schools Institute 

Don Estridge Middle School 

1790 NW Spanish River Blvd, Boca Raton, FL. 

www.brosonline.org/ 

4th Thursday Every  Month 7:00 PM 

 Except November and December 

Tropical Orchid Society 

Mounts Botanical Gardens 

531 N. Military Trail, West Palm Beach, FL. 

http://www.tropicalorchidsociety.org 

For further information about Deerfield Beach Orchid Society 

monthly meetings, events, or membership, please submit to 

our Gmail account, which is deerfieldorchids@gmail.com and 

someone will get back to you.  

mailto:deerfieldorchids@gmail.com

